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Executive summary 

This report provides details of the project workshop which forms one of the key means of 

communication for the AutoRE project.  The initial intent as envisaged in the proposal was to hold 

the workshop close to the conclusion of the project at the site of the prototype facility in Rugby, UK.  

However, the project consortium decided that given the issues with the natural gas reformer 

resulting in early termination of the 3000h demonstration, the best dissemination approach would 

be to undertake the workshop after the completion of the AutoRE project.  This will take place as a 

special session at the European Fuel Cell Conference (EFC19), to be held in Naples in December 

2019 (http://www.europeanfuelcell.it/).  This has the key advantage of a large audience of highly 

relevant attendees already there at the conference (there were >400 attendees from 25 countries 

at the preceding event in 2017).    
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1 Introduction and scope of the document 

 

 

This deliverable 5.4 is a part of Work Package 5 of the AutoRE project. It provides details of the 

AutoRE workshop which is proposed to be undertaken in December 2019.   

 

2 AutoRE Workshop 

One of the communication tools for the AutoRE project (see D5.1 Communication Tools) is the 

project workshop.  The initial intent, as envisaged in the proposal, was to hold the workshop close 

to the conclusion of the project at the site of the prototype facility in Rugby, UK.  This would allow 

for the prototype facility to be visited as part of the workshop.  However, due to the issues 

experienced with the natural gas reformer, where the pressure drop through the reformer was too 

high resulting in the early termination of the 3000h demonstration, the facility will not be available to 

view in operational mode.  The relatively late point in the project at which this became apparent, 

was also inconsistent with the plan to hold the workshop in February/March 2019 ie 1-2 months 

before project completion.  This is because the project team were waiting for results from the 

prototype test facility, prior to committing to the workshop date.          

 

The project consortium has therefore decided that the best approach to disseminate the project 

information is to hold the workshop as part of larger conference after the AutoRE project has 

completed when the technical report has been finalised.  After reviewing potential venues, the 

proposed venue is the European Fuel Cell Conference (EFC19), to be held in Naples in December 

2019 (http://www.europeanfuelcell.it/).  This has the key advantage of a large audience of highly 

relevant attendees already there at the conference (there were >400 attendees from 25 countries 

at the preceding event in 2017).  As such, the target group would be highly relevant to the 

exploitation of project results.  The conference is one of the main international scientific meetings 

on fuel cells and covers ‘hydrogen and fuel cell technology and applications’.   The downside to this 

approach is that the test facility itself would of course not be available to the attendees to visit, but 

a video of the plant will be made to provide a ‘virtual tour’ of the prototype demonstration plant. 

 

The workshop is proposed as a half-day ‘special session’ during the conference, where the AutoRE 

partners will aim to give 3-4 project presentations covering the main outputs of the project, with a 

panel discussion session with the scientific community and the stakeholders.  

 

http://www.europeanfuelcell.it/
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3 Conclusions 

A project workshop is proposed which will take place after the completion of the AutoRE project.  

This will take place as a special session at the European Fuel Cell Conference (EFC19), to be held 

in Naples in December 2019 (http://www.europeanfuelcell.it/).  This has the key advantage of a 

large audience of highly relevant attendees already there at the conference (there were >400 

attendees from 25 countries at the preceding event in 2017).    

 

http://www.europeanfuelcell.it/

